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cotnmiltecs,  Iiccausc  he  "belonged  to  no  licalthy  po- 
litical organization,"  it  was  yet  his  duly  to  consider 
the  finances  of  the  nalioii ;  iind  where  duty  called  him 
to  act  it  wS's  ]iii  habit  thoroughly  to  ii)f"jrin  himself. 
He  had  aJ-io  1k.'cii  for  four  years  Gorcrnor  of  Oliio, 
with  it  lijOricral  supervision  of  the  finances  of  (hat  great 
State.  ]*arin!i;  this  time  Htcurrcd  the  f:inoo¥  dcfil- 
catton  of  IJrcilin,  the  State  Trcahunrr.  Mr.  Chiue,  as 
grivcrnoi,  It  once  tLMjk  possession  of  the  treasury, 
ami  with  a  nia»ter'.-i  hand  bron^lit  oriier  out  of  chaos, 
and  so  salisfaetorily  to  the  J5ta;c  th.it  what  secmetl  at 
JirNt  to  be  3  bleiiii.ih  tohi--iadmii:islrationicdoundctl  to 
its  h'jtior.  So  it  would  seem  that  he  had  Ii:h1  that 
Sf.fcinl  Irainin^^  which  futeil  hitii  for  l:ii  nr^ighty  la.sk. 
When  lie  met  the  fi^cat  l^ankcrs  of  Kew  York  he 
met  them  not  .is  a  stra:iycr,  but  a^  one  of  them,  initi- 
ated into  ihi;  mysteries  of  their  craft.  It  wa!>  well. 
Mr.  tlhasc's  achievement  wa^  riot  the  flish  of  gen- 
ius that  bcwihlers,  i»ut  the  tiatuial  result  of  trained 
powers. 

Allow  nie  a  word  irt  another  rclanon,  'Hu;  e.-ctracts 
from  the  rliary  and  letters  of  Chase  ^\^fn\  in  this 
history  of  Mr.  Lincoln  arc  not  ple.isant  reading.  IJut 
the  picture  ha.s  its  relief,  Thty  \rere  -writte:!  chiefly 
ni  the  we."iry,  w.nitin^j  year — lS6f-62.  The  mo^t 
effective  j>age^  of  ihir;  history  are,  perhiip;;,  thof,e  re- 
iatingto  Mctlellan.  The  grouping  of  the  fact.s  ]>reseii!s 
A  progressive  climax  ttiat  I*  >iiupty  crnshing  —  hut 
is  it  not  rcnetion.iry ?  Is  not  the  eniotion  it  cscitcs 
one  of  jKiinfu!  pity  for  McClellan  and  sumethinjr  akin 
to  indignation  that  those  iti  poivcr  should  have  borne 
so  long  V,  ith  him  ?  Renieinher  that  Chase  was  pTesent 
and  saw  all  —  saw  ihc  {rraiKl  .army  of  the  Uitiya 
wasting  away  in  hopeless  inactivity  ;  ^aw  it  "ijain,  leil 
to  battle  in  rt  desuhory  way,  defeated  picceii>e;il  by 
a  foe  infcri-or  in  nunibers  ;  saw  it  when  victorious  re- 
treatins^  from  its  vanquished  enemy;  friCiinwhiic  saw 
the  debt  of  the  nation  piling  up  nioutitain  high,  threat- 
enirig  a  tniancial  ihysm  ihnl  wjtitJ  erigulf  all. 

The  <,ituation  w.asi  without  preceJeiit.  No  other 
nation  could  have  borne  those  lo.-ins.  For  many  months 
Mr-  trhascwas  in  daily  apprehension  of  a  eatastrophe, 
blasting  alike  his  country  and  himself.  The  re'^poii'^i- 
bility  was  his.  Otheis  spent ;  "  ]ic  smote  the  rock  "  ; 
iind  yet  he  was  ignored  !  He  felt  himself  neglected,  and 
chafed  as  the  strong  man  bound.  I*erha])5  it  would 
have  been  better  hail  he  suffered  in  si'encc ;  aiul  yet 
pel  haps  complaint  hrouyht  relief. 

Horn  to  coriimand,  a  courtier  he  could  not  be. 

A  letter  he  wrote  me  of  date  August  29,  1S62,  por^ 
trays  hifs.  feelings  during  the  MctiTlelhin  regime.  1  close 
with  Uiis  e.xtract  from  it : 

Since  the  coming'  of  C.J^nGr.al  HaJleek,  I  have  known 
no  more  of  die  progress  of  the  'v:ir  thnn  any  outsirlRi.  I 
rirr^n  so  f.ir  as  influcncinfj  it  goes.  My  recoiriinffidatioiis 
hati  been,  befijip;  lie  eami'  in,  gf.p.eraUy  disrcj^rde<l.  and 
since  have  tjcen  seldom  v<.'ntuojd.  l  (Ii<l,  In  one  or  tivo 
eori^ersaiions.  insist  on  the  rcmovnl  rif  (it'nera!  McCleb 
Ian,  and  the  si-.'jstihiiion  of  a  more  vifforDus  anil  energetic 
and  able  h'.^ler;  on  the  ck<iiinjj  out  of  the  Mississippi ; 
and  (he  expulsion  of  the  rebel's  fri>m  K.ist  Tennessee  —  alt 
wliieh  minhl  hav.-  been  done.  Gut  thoygh  Viciitd,  t  wa-s 
ni>t  heedeil  ]  liujie  for  tii*?  best.  Those  who  reject  my 
counsels  on?;ht  to  know  tnuri:  than  I  do.  .\t  all  events 
httlc  is  new  left  for  mc,  except  li>  atlminister  as  well  as  t 
mav  und«»r  exisiiuR  circumstances  the  conipiicatixl  and 
difficidl  coneverns  of  n^y  own  dcpa.rtment. 


Relaliatloa  In  Missodri, 


C;.setx.NAr3. 


;k  :j.  DuHotu 


Tui-TRr  arc  cirors  in  the  April  installment  of  the 
"  Life  of  Lincoin  "  relative  to  the  part  taken  by  nie 
in  the  execution  of  ten  rebel  jjvurTilLas  at  Palmyra, 
Missouri,  in  October,  1862,  in  relaliatioii  for  the  oli- 
diictioii  at\d  sunnier  of  .a  Union  citizen  of  thai  town. 
With  the  opitjioiiof  Messrs,  NicoJayand  Hay  onxvhat 
they  term  "a  pnHi>;hme«t  tenfold  as  -severe  a.s  that 
deiTiandcd  by  the  Mosaic  law  "  I  need  not  Cottcern 
myself  The  stacomcnt  that  my  action  was  under  the 
authority  of  tiie  State  of  ?dis.souri  is  an  BTior.  The 
letter  of  General  (airtis  tptoted  10  sustain  that  -state- 
ment appcjirs  (according  to  a  foot-note  on  page  ii6oof 
Vol.  XXIL  of  the  "OfFicial  Redmh.,")  never  to  have 
iiccn  sent ;  or,  if  sent,  he  was  afterwards  ashatned  of 
its  misstatements,  for  he  forwardetl  to  Washington  a 
copy  of  a  letter  taking  entirely  different  gfoiitid  for  re- 
fusing tolrCiU  with  the  icb<-l  authorities  in  their  inves- 
tigation of  the  execution. 

The  fact  is  that  while  I  was  at  the  time  a  bri;;adier- 
yencral  of  Missouii  State  tioopg,  T  held  a  comniissiiJtt 
as  colonel  of  the  2d  Missouri  Cavalry,  a  regiment  of 
State  militia  mnsteied  into  the  ITnited  States  service. 
As  such  1  bad  beeti  a>^ignec^,  June  4, 1862,  by  the  depart- 
ment comraahrfer,  ficneral  Schofiehl,  to  command  the 
district  of  .Vorih-casc  Missouri  (see  Vol.  XIIL,  ]lal;^.' 
4l7,o{  the"  Official  Records  "),arid  instructed  hyhim 
to  "take  the  field  in  persoti  and  exterminate  the  rebel 
Ixinds  "  infesting  I  hat -section.  General  ScliOliehl  ex- 
pre-i&Iy  eriji>f  lied  (fee  Vol.  X  J  IT.,  page  467,  of  the  *'  Of- 
ficial Records"}:  "Do  not  be  too  moderate  in  the 
mciisure  of  severity  dealt  out  to  them.  Carry  out  Gen- 
eral (Jrders  No.  18  atid  No.  3  thoroughly." 

Genera!  Order  No.  iS  (see  Vol.  XIIL,  page  402, 
"  Official  Records  ")  states  that ; 

R<-bel  ofticers  and  men  arc  retumin(»  to  their  hoines, 
passing  stealthily  Ihrongh  o'.;r  lines  and  endeavoring  ajjain 
to  stir  lip  fnstirre'ciion  itf  various  portions  oFthe  State  where 
peace  has  lon^:  prcvadeil,  and  there  !>l:]l  remain  among 
(he  di-satft!et<-il  who  never  belonged  to  the  rebel  nrmy 
a  few  «h'j  avail  thi-mseUt.s  of  every  opportunity  to  mur- 
der Union  so'.diers  ami  de-siroy  the  piopcrty  Crf  citizens. 
.  .  .  The  utmost  vijjilance  ninf  energy  are entoinfid  upon 
all  troopfl  of  the  State  in  hunting  down  and  de.!)lroylr-g 
these  roblxxs  and  .-iss.issin-s.  When  caught  in  arnn  en- 
gaged in  th«'ir  unlai^ful  waifire  they  uill  be  ihoi  down 
upoo  the  spot  All  gi)0<l  cliiKt-ns  who  desire  to  hvc  an 
peace  arc  required  to  give  their  asMifr^nee  to  die  military 
authoiitii-s  in  detcclintj  and  bringing;  lo  puttiihini-nt  the 
outlaws  \\\\n  infi.'St  this  State,  and  those  who  sh<.-lter  ai-d 
^'iv<,-  the.':i  pKiteCiioi:.  Those  who  fail  to  do  thcirduty 
in  this  matter  will  lie  regaided  ran<l  treated  ris  abettors  of 
tlic  criminals. 

It  will  tluH  l-e  seen  that  I  w.a.-.  acting  tHrcclly  under 
Tci'.cral  authority  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  in  accordance  with  my  official  instructions  as 
such.  Moreover,  the  ten  gocirilla-<  c.\ectited  (not  one 
of  whom  hut  had  committed  murder  under  circum- 
stances of  atrocitj  )  %verc  sclecd-d  from  twenly-two  who 
had  previonsly  been  formally  tried  by  a  United  States 
military  comnitssion  and  sentenced  to  death,  so  that 
their  death  was  but  hastened  by  the  act  of  retaliation, 
llie  remaining  twelve  of  the  twenly-two  convicted 
Iveing  soon  aftcr\v:irds  <ihot  in  ptirsitancc  of  their  sen- 
tence by  the  officers  iti  command  at  .Macon  (.ily  and 
Mexico,  Mo.  X'or  was  there  unseemly  baste  in  thus 
carryiof^  out  the  set'itcncc  already  pronouncctl  ayainst 
these  unfortunate  men.  Public  notice  was  given  that 
the  ten  men  would  l>e  shot  unless  wiLliiti  ten  davs  the 
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abdnctcd  Union  citizen  (Antkew  Allsman,  seventy 
yeor<>  of  age  anii  a  non-irombalant)  was  jetuiiied  uii- 
harmcil  to  his  family-  During  that  [>erioJ  of  tcrx  days, 
tny  lanlihip;  officei,  CJuneial  Luwis  Merrill  of  I'^e  rtj^- 
ular  army,  anil  General  Curtis,  who  luul  siiui:tVi]<;J 
CciiLTal  SdioficlcJ  in  co.iiman<l  of  tlic  dislrict  of  Mis- 
somi,  Siptcrnijcr  z6,  1^62,  were  fully  aih-i.-jed.  of  my 
action.  Ill  a  k-ltiir  to  mc  ilaH':!  J,an-.;ary  22,  iSSo, 
referring  to  an  attack  i>n  nic  in  tlie  L'nitcd  Slates 
Senate  rclali'.v  to  thii  mailfr,  tlencral  Men  ill  wiotu-as 
follMv/i: 

No  notice  appe^iri  to  have  bcrti  Mien  of  the  oihcr  cx- 
ecnciotis,  and  no  rejleetjon.s  vuri;  e\er  iriiule  that  1  know 
of  on  c:thcr  (jf neral  Cuitis  or  myself,  thoupl'j  pqunlly 
rcsp-.fncible  with  you,  ant!  nidecd  havinsj  the  ^roaiti  rt-- 
sporiiiliiijty,  in  iluit  wc  wurc  yo-jr  su|XTi<jr  oKitcrs  and 
could  have  sti>ppe(l  yQiir-'\ction  hadduty  allowed  it.  Both 
(Je:i..~ial  Ctirti-'J  anfj  'rtiy^elf  had  to  listen  t<i  many  lu.'nrl- 
renili-i^  apptjriK  to  late  Ihis  action,  .nncl  hot'r;  uti:forrnly 
refusal.  I'lie  event  showrrl  it  would  ii;ivc  been  weakness 
and  la;lure  of  duty  <o  havf  li'stcned,  for  the  cxr-C'.;tif>ns 
pi. \clie,illy  curled  \\.\  gu'-rnlla  opcrntioni;  in  Xoti/i  M;;^- 
s<niri.  and  reiitored  pcu.cc  to  the  commnnitj'  to  sucli  an 
extent  at  least  that  it  wa-,  pixsslbk*  thereafter  to  commit 
to  th-:'  eivU  andnirltiRs  il-e  iriinl  and  punishment  of  ji'iosi 
of  the  crime  '.vhich  wai  thtrcilter  pi  rpi::raled.  befure 
this  t':e  uvil  sutnoritics  were  itir^rly  prviverle^"!.  You 
have  kmg  suffered  from  faU'iliood  anil  misajjprchcnsion 
in  this  nntccr.  and  it  ^wvh  me  great  plcasiin;  10  do  \i^hal 
1  can  to  liij;;!:  vdu,  fis  1  kn'W,-  no  more  t».ndi.;r-heatti.'d  5ol- 
ditr  iliar;  jou'r-ielf  k:\v~  lived,  and  no  nuau  puinful  duty 
could  have  been  jmpoiicd  upon  you  than  itjat  involved  in 
the e.xeeu Lion  of  diesc  ci'iir.jnrslji ;'  liut  I  also  kno-.v  that  you 
never  permitied  pr^rsonMl  pat;}  10  s'.vcr.'c  you  from  'th« 
plain  line  and  diTti-itid  of  duty,  however  Ftovn  and  h-ird 
it  &Uou]d  ho. 

Such  an  inve^iligaliot:  of  this  affal;  ?);  President 
Lincoln  inadc  before  apfiomtiiii?  mo  a  brigadier -gen- 
eral  (Xovembcc,  i86j)  wilt  convince  any  untiiasdJ 
inquirer  that  my  action  sprung  from  r.eilhcr  "  mistaken 
?.cal  ''  nor  "  uncirbcd  pri'ssioii,"  as  my  present  critics 
iiil'er,  but  froni  an  imperative  sense  of  dnty-  Since  iho 
iss::eof  the  April  CkNiury  an  interview  with  General 
Merrill  ba.s  apijewred  in.th«  S^t.  Louis  "  G1otie-L)<;tno- 
crat"  (April  2),  in  wliich  he  rvlal.c*^  tlial  he  iva-v  sum- 
moned hy  idft^raph  to  report  to  ihc  President,  and 
immediately  repairing  to  \Va.=;hington,  i|>norant  of  llie 
reason  for  the  summoiiii,  appeared  before  President 
Lincoln  at  a  time  wbeti  the  members  of  the  Cabinet 
weri  suated  about  liini.  General  Mcfiill  then  pro- 
ceeds a»  follows : 

"  I  iva5  ordered  tor^poil  to  yyii,  Mr.  President,"  I  .s.i;d, 
alter  bcin^f  proif  nlnd, 

"  Yes,  C;<fn«ral.  .  .  .  I  want  to  inquire  ahoutthril.iho<i-- 
ittg  :n  ^li^^c•>ari.  " 

"  1  cm  k;vc  you  a  written  r<>port  in  a  few  niinnlcs  that 
will  explain  rJI."  1  .«.i:r!, 

••  I  don't  want  anyibingimriTitinjr,  General.  1  v,-ar.tyoti 
to  tell  me  the  story." 

I  '-jld  Jt  to  iiim  as  1  havt-"  lo  you,  wjih  this  txidttinn  :  "  1 
teli\c;raphcd  yo.j  a  nui]d.)er  of  times  riskinp  your  .approval 
of  diftoidff  and  askmg  you,  Mr.  President,  tn  i.s.in«  the 
order  yo;.;rsclf,  but  I  xnk'cd  in  vain  ;  ami  as  ii  v.a';  a  r;e- 
ccE3ity',  I  took  thn  ief.pnnf-il.>il;'.y,  Ct  v-.-ns  my  duty,  and  f 
have  ncvtir  f^'li  a  tuinne  of  conscicricc  thst  Kii.i';^t;sre<l  I 
did  olhi-r  th?.n  riijlit  to  my  tni.st." 

The  President  camn  up,  Uiii  his  hauri  wi  my  shoulder, 
and  sAid  :  "  Reiuemher,  youn;?  man,  tiicrc  are  some 
lh:n.gs  n-tvch  '.^onld  l-c  done  which  it  would  not  do  fi>r 
.'wpcr.'.-i-j  to  order  done." 

Hy  hjsrnarjncr  I  i;'.f«rre(l  llui'  had  he  ordered  ni'.'  to  c;o 
wha'  it  was  rH->o.ntial  forme  li>  do.po/tieal  cnmplic.itlons 
would  hav»-  iiii'cn  wnic'i  wo.jld  have  bctui  troul.^Ipsanif. 
He  c-vid'-ntly  nieint  that  he  justiJiv^I  r.^y  courw  hinisclf, 
but  preferred  not  ."laying  sn,  nnri  l<^f(  rrie  to  utider^tand 
ih;ir  my  jud^^ment  w.a's  tnsst«fl,  and  to  be  exerc]>edby  njc 
in  emergency. 


Haviujjthua  xhc.  intlorsementof  both  Ihcoflficcrs  who 
were  my  intmcdiale  iuperior.s,  the  impjlied  approval 
of  President  Lincoln  (whose  too  Jcnder  litart  forbade 
ordering  rdaliation  even  for  the  Fori  I'illow  nix'.sarre), 
and  cherishing,  as  1  do,  (he  firin  conviction  th;il  my 
iiclion  wa-s  ihc  inr.ins  of  savinc;  (he  lives  ami  property  of 
hntidteds  of  kiyid  men  an<l  ivomen,  I  feel  that  my  act 
WAi  theperformanrc  of  n.  pnhbc  duty. 


John  McNeil. 


St,  I.oe:s. 


Governor  Seynnour  tf-uring  the  Draft  Riots. 

Lv  the  April  Centi:ry,  the  authors  of  the  "Life  of 
I-incoln  "  have  faPen  into  a  n'ii>lake  fl:;  lo  the  conduct  of 
Govctnov  .Soytnourdurinj^theilraft  riot.,,  which  should 
be  corrected.  I  saw  the  audierc'c  in  the  City  Hall 
Pai  U  whii.'li  (.lovcrnor  Soytcour  addrc.>..sc;l  on  the 
occasion  referred  to  st  page.  929.  Tc  w<is  not  a  crowd 
ofiiotcr.,.  lie  di<.l  not  addrtis.^  the  rioters  nt  nil.  The 
people  xvliom  lie  there  addressed  were  .1.  in-.iliilude  of 
person.s  natnrr!.lly  altr:iet.c<l  iothn  City  Hall  by  tbe  news 
thai  Ihe  j^overnor  of  the  State,  whose  aiTn-al  was 
rai.\iously  e.\pectcil,  had  acttially  come.  He  Uf.C<l  in 
speaking  to  the  nuillituile  the  Cxpre:-<.ioti  thai  he  and 
Mr.  Kvcrett  ci^mnionly  emplaycd  in  addrcijsir^c  an 
audience — "  ?i[y  friends."  Thoic  wa.s  no  vncntioii  iri 
the  .inecch  th.'it  ihc  rlroft  justified  Uie  riots,  and  1  know 
Ihat  the  Ko^emor  used  the  whole  authority  which  the 
law  j;ave  him  lo  suppress  the  iio1s.  IVor  can  it  be  truly 
said  that  lie  did  all  liccoukl  to  embarrass  the  Cjovem. 
iiiciit.  Or  tonmsc  the  people  atjair-.st  it.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  thanked  by  the  Secretary  of  ^Vllr  for  his  active 
and  energetic  cooperation  in  torvvarding  iroopts  to  meet 
the  Confelevatc  Ibrcei.  Indeed,  one  etubirrassnient 
during  ifie  riots  was  that  the  city  liatj  been  completely 
felfipped  of  uniformed  mi'.itia,  vf'ho  had  been  sent  for- 
ward by  Governor  Seymour  to  meet  liie  invading 
enemy, 

New  York.  Evirett  /'.  li'/utlo'. 

The  "  Life  of  Lincoln  "  —  a  Correction. 

On  p.igc  927  of  the  April  Ci;xiltRV  the  authors  of 
the  "l.ifc  of  Lincoln"  spnak  of  P.revel  Brigadter- 
Gener.'i!  AUxannler  S.  Diven,  one  of  the  provnst- 
iu;tr>htt3  geiiCrnis  of  Xew  York,  as  a  ■"  War  l.icmoc-at.'' 
Mr.  Ausburn  Towner  writes  by  way  of  correction  lo 
say  tliRt  Geoeral  Diven  "  was,  origi-^;dly,  a  '  Free. .soil 
Demi>crat,' one  of  that  faction  of  ihc  old  ])eniOCr;ttic 
party  th.i",  1^ni^ini:f  v,  Sih  Jhe  *  Tree-soil  NVlii!::s.' formed 
the  RepubltL'.T.n  p.Trty.  llev-a.^  a  mcmiior  of  ilie  Sta'e 
Snnnic  of  Now  \c,\  k  in  1S58-50.  having  been  elected 
such  as  a  Kepnblicnn  and  by  Kepublicans,  arid  there- 
fore wnK  one  of  those  who  cotllpOfe.C-i  (he  first  Re]>ub- 
licut:  Scr.ate  of  lliat  State.  He  wa.s  elccloi:  as  a 
Republkan  and  by  ihc  Rpp-.iblir.cn'i  of  M';  di--trict,  then 
the  27th  {thL^  l-.ln~.ira  <Ii strict),  I'j  the  3/th  Oin^rcss, 
l!>rii-(;2,  leaving  h:s  seal  lo  hel[>  organi/o  the  io7:h 
Regiment,  wd-.ich  he  commanded  n^ilil  lie  wa*  a]->poin(ed 
to  i;ic  positi'iii  n:imei;  in  the  '  History.'  Ilccnn  hardly, 
with  truth,  he  classed  as  .1  *  War  Domon-rat,'  unless 
you  so  clcAS  Serr<^raiy  Clia-.f!  or  any  Clher  KcpnbliciUi 
leader  who  had  been  a  Denjocr.%L" 
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December  21,1937. 


Dr.  Louis  A.V-farren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne, Indiana. 

Dear  Sir: 

Dean  Frederick  S.Jones  of  this  University  is  writing  a  paper 
on  the  Palmyra  incident,  and  we  are  wondering  yifhether  you  have  anything 
in  your  file  to  indicate  Vi^hether  a  story  told  about  Lincoln  which 
appeared  in  the  Century  Magazine  for  1889,  page  476  v/as  ever  denied. This 
story  was  in  regard  to  the  Palmyra  execution  of  ten  rebels  during  the 
Civil  War. 

"...Such  an  investigation  of  this  affair  as  President  Lincoln 
made  before  appointing  me  a  brigadier-general  (N(wember,1863)  will 
convince  any  unbiased  inquirer  that  my  action  sprung  from  neither  "mistaken 
zeal"  nor  "uncurbed  passion,"  as  my  present  critics  infer,  but  from  an 
imperative  sense  of  duty.  Since  the  issue  of  the  April  CENTURY  an  interview 
with  Gener£2  Merrill  has  appeared  in  the  St -Louis  "Globe-Democrat"  {April  2) 
in  v/hich  he  relates  that  he  v/as  summoned  by  telegraph  to  report  to  the 
President,  and  immediately  repairing  to  v7ashington,  ignorant  of  the  reason 
for  the  summons, appeared  before  President  -'-'incoln  at  a  time  when  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  ?/ere  seated  about  him.   General  Merrill  then  pro- 
ceeds as  folloviTsJ 

'I  was  ordered  to  report  to  you,^r.  President,'  I  said, after 
being  presented. 

'Yes, General. . .1  want  to  inquire  about  that  shooting  in 
wiissouri.* 

'I  can  give  you  a  written  report  in  a  few  minutes  that  will 
explain  all,'  I  said. 

'I  don  t  want  anything  in  x'/riting.  General.  I  want  you  to  tell 
me  the  story.' 

I  told  it  to  him  as  I  have  to  you, with  this  addition;  'I 
telegraplied  you  a  number  of  times  asking  your  approval  of  the  order  and 
asidng  you  Mr.  President,  to  issue  the  order  yourself,  but  I  asked  in  vain; 
and  as  it  was  a  necessity,!  took  the  responsibility.  It  Viras  my  duty,a.nd  I 
have  never  felt  a  tvifinge  of  conscience  that  suggested  I  did  other  than 
right  to  my  trust.' 

The  President  came  up, laid  his  hand  on  my  shoulder,  and  said. 
"Remember,  young  man, there  are  some  things  which  should  be  done  xvhich 
it  ViTould  not  do  for  sU'~eriors  to  order  done." 
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By  his  manner  I  inferred  that  had  he  ordered  me  to  do  what  it  was 
essential  for  me  to  do,  political  complications  would  have  arisen  which  would 
have  been  troublesome.  He  evidently  meant  that  he  justified  my  course  himself, 
but  preferred  not  saying  so,  and  left  me  to  understand  that  my  judgment  was 
trusted,  and  to  be  exercised  by  me  in  emergency. 

Having  thus  the  indorsement  of  both  the  officers  who  were  my  immed- 
iate superiors,  the  implied  approval  of  President  Lincoln  (whose  too  tender 
heart  forbade  ordering  retaliation  even  for  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre),  and 
cherishing  as  I  do,  the  firm  conviction  that  my  action  was  the  means  of  sav- 
ing the  lives  and  property  of  hundreds  of  loyal  men  and  women,  I  feel  that  my 
act  was  the  performance  of  a  public  duty." 


(Signed)  John  McNeil 

Late  Brevet  Major-General,  U.S.  Vols." 


Yours  very  truly, 

Reference  Librarian 
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